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QUARTERS FROM 22A
the Native American cultural
ties to the area and the natural habitat of the animal and
plant life that lies within its
boundaries.
On May 24, 2004, Governor
Ted
Kulongoski
endorsed the recommendation of the 18-member Oregon Commemorative Coin
Commission by forwarding
the Crater Lake design to the
United States Mint. Other
themes considered by the
Commission and the Governor included an historical
theme featuring the Oregon
Trail, Mt. Hood with the
Columbia River, and a wild
Chinook
salmon.
The
Department of Treasury
approved the “Crater Lake”
design on July 13, 2004.

Kansas’ quarter design to
four finalists. The winning
design was then recommended by the State’s high
school students in a
statewide vote held in the
Spring of 2004. In addition to
the winning design, the other
finalists included an image of
the statue that sits atop the
State Capitol - an American
Indian archer aiming his bow
skyward, toward the North
Star, an image of a sunflower
with wheat, and a design that
featured a single sunflower.
The Department of Treasury
approved the “Buffalo and
Sunflower” design on July
13, 2004.

WEST VIRGINIA
KANSAS
The fourth quarter to be
released in 2005 commemorates the State of Kansas. On
January 29, 1861, the “Sunflower State” became the
34th state to be admitted into
the Union. Kansas marks the
34th coin to be issued in the
United States Mint’s popular
50 State Quarters® Program,
and features a buffalo and
sunflower motif, emblematic
of the State’s history and natural beauty.
The Kansas commemorative quarter incorporates two
of the State’s most beloved
symbols, the state animal
and flower, the buffalo and
the sunflower. Each of these
two design elements is a
visual reminder of our
Nation’s heartland. They feature prominently in the history of the territory, and both
were found in abundance
throughout the State in the
middle of the 19th century
when Kansas gained its statehood. With its release in the
Fall of 2005, it is the second
United States circulating coin
of 2005 to carry an image of
the buffalo.
In June of 2003, Kansas
Governor Kathleen Sebelius
announced the creation of
the 16-member Kansas Commemorative Coin Commission to narrow the search for

The fifth and final quarter
to be released in 2005 commemorates the State of West
Virginia. On June 20, 1863,
the “Mountain State” became
the 35th state to be admitted
into the Union, making this
the 35th coin to be issued in
the United States Mint’s popular 50 State Quarters® Program. This coin captures the
scenic beauty of the State
with its depiction of the New
River and the New River
Gorge Bridge. The coin bears
the inscription “New River
Gorge.”
Prior to gaining statehood, the area that is now
West Virginia formed the
western part of Virginia. Settlers in the western part of
the “Old Dominion” began
their efforts to join the federal Union when Virginia
announced its secession in
1861. In the western part of
the State, the Restored Government of Virginia in
Wheeling drafted a state constitution in 1862. The new
state called West Virginia
applied to Congress for
admission into the Union.
Congress approved the
request with one condition,
that the new state abolish
slavery. President Lincoln
signed the West Virginia
statehood bill and on June 20,
1863, West Virginia officially
became the 35th state to be
admitted into the Union.
The design chosen to rep-

resent West Virginia is one
that combines the natural
physical beauty of the State
and the triumph of the
human intellect exemplified
by the engineering wonder
that is the New River Gorge
Bridge. At 3,030 feet long and
69 feet wide, the bridge is the
world’s largest steel span
and the second highest
bridge in the United States,
rising 876 feet above the New
River Gorge in southern West
Virginia. In 1978, 53 miles of
the New River was added to
the National Park System as
the New River Gorge National River.
For years, crossing the
New River Gorge meant
long detours along narrow, winding mountain roads. The
completion of the
bridge in 1977
reduced this dangerous 40-minute
trip to a smooth and
scenic one-minute
drive.
On March 31, 2004,
West Virginia Governor Bob
Wise announced his selection
of the New River Gorge as
the design he would submit
to Treasury for final
approval. The Department of
Treasury approved the
design on May 4, 2004. More
than 1,800 design concepts
were submitted from around
the State, and students from
the Governor’s School for the
Arts narrowed the field to
five finalists. Other designs
considered
included
“Appalachian
Warmth,”
“Bridge Day / New River
Gorge,” “River Rafters,” and
“Mother’s Day / Anna
Jarvis.”

QUARTERS TO COME
The next five quarters to
be released in 2006 honor the
states of Nevada, Nebraska,
Colorado, North Dakota, and
South Dakota. The program
will continue until all Fifty
States are honored at the end
of 2008.
For more information
about the 50 State Quarter®
Program, and other interesting facts about United States
coins, please visit the United
States Mint’s official website
at www.usmint.gov.
Images and information
courtesy of the Unites States
Mint.

“The Gift of a Lifetime”

O’DONNELL’S
IMPORTS
862 Lafayette Road
hampton, nh 926-2733

adorable Christening
outfits
Choice of custom design

Boys $32 • Girls $39.99

Ellington
leather purses

20% OFF

Summer handbags

40% OFF

Edna
Hibel prints

great gifts
for any
occassion!!

Waterford
toasting goblets
waterford crystal
waterford china
Special sterling
silver jewelry!

Summer sale on...

Snowbabies • nao by lladro
wedgwood • noritake • hummels
boyds bears

Wonderful Prices!

